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(malaria ?) by the drainage of the neighbouring marsh-
lands. They therefore illustrate a grand and public-
spirited "hygienic" attitude towards preventible death
from endemic infectious disease in the fifth century B.C.
A not uncommon device which specially belongs here
is that of a skeleton-like figure (representing death or
disease) being withheld or driven back as the result
of hygienic work or medical skill and devotion; for
instance, the obverse design on the military-like medals
awarded to all those who helped in sanitary work, &c.,
during the epidemic of bubonic plague in Hong-Kong,
1894. Similarly, Aesculapius is represented warding off
a figure of death on a medal commemorating the epidemic
of cholera in Paris, 1832. Medals relating to the saving
of life at great personal risk are best grouped under
Heading XI.

XI. DEATH FOE THE GOOD OF OTHERS,54 OR FOR THE
SAKE OF ORDINARY DUTY OR HONOUR. MARTYR-
DOM FOR EELIGIOUS, PATRIOTIC, POLITICAL, OR
SOCIAL OPINIONS.

As illustrating this aspect of death, all medals com-
memorating heroic deeds of life-saving, or attempted life-
saving, might be included, as well as the various medals
and decorations awarded to those who have risked their

5* This aspect of death, like -fSTo. XIV , may be termed an " altruistic "
aspect of death. Strictly speaking, all coins and medals with repre-
sentations or symbols of the Crucifixion of Jesus Christ might be placed
under this heading. (Cf. especially the so-called " Wittenberger Pest-
thalers" of the sixteenth century, -with Moses' brazen serpent on the
obverse and the Crucifixion on the reverse. Cf. also the fine sixteenth-
century medals by Hans Beinhard of Leipzig, representing the Cruci-
fixion ) To a certain extent the aspect of death from the so-called
" Epicurean" point of view (No. XII.) may be contrasted as egotistic.